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1. Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Agenda Item 15: Transport Business Case 
development 2023/24: M5 Junction 9/A46 
(Ashchurch) transport scheme.

We understood from the last Council meeting that the 
non-Statutory public consultation postponed last 
September, is now to take place this Summer. 
However, the report for this Cabinet meeting now 
states it's to take place Summer/Autumn. Can you 
please clarify this discrepancy and also advise when 
is GCC going to publish this information and the 
revised consultation dates, bearing in mind the 
scheme website still states "late 2023" and how much 
notice will be provided ahead of the consultation 
starting?

GCC plan to carry out a non-statutory consultation on illustrative scheme 
options in the Summer 2023 subject to governance approvals. 

Press Briefings will be carried out two weeks in advance of commencement. 

The consultation period will last six weeks and two face to face consultation 
events are proposed during this period.   

2. Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Agenda Item 15:  Transport Business Case 
development 2023/24: M5 Junction 9/A46 
(Ashchurch) transport scheme.

Many councils are reappraising their road 
improvement projects due to escalating costs and the 
Climate emergency. What are GCC doing in 
this respect?

A full range of scheme options is being considered to meet the scheme 
objectives.

Benefit-Cost Ratio assessments will be carried out as part of the options 
appraisal and selection work.

Members of the public will have the opportunity to raise concerns such as 
this at public consultation.

Sustainable travel measures (such as better facilities for walking and cycling 
or improvements to public transport) would improve travel options for the 
local community, but in isolation would not address the issues caused by the 
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volume of local and long-distance traffic passing through M5 Junction 9 and 
the A46. 

3. Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Agenda Item 15:  Transport Business Case 
development 2023/24: M5 Junction 9/A46 
(Ashchurch) transport scheme.

If c£8m of the £14.1m budget has been spent to date 
(paragraph 18 of the Cabinet report), why is an 
additional £5m funding being requested at this time, 
particularly bearing in mind Councillor Gray's 
response to Q16 at the November Council meeting 
"By undertaking additional analyses to further review 
and shortlist scheme options now, we will reduce the 
amount of work needed (and therefore reduce the 
risk of increased future scheme costs), whilst also 
reducing the likelihood of delay to the project 
programme."?

We are requesting an additional £2m. 

GCC is expecting to reclaim in the region of 40-50% of the OBC costs from 
the DfT.

Whilst GCC is the current scheme sponsor, through collaborative working 
with National Highways (NH), it has been agreed that, subject to an 
approved Outline Business Case, NH will take the scheme on for delivery. 
GCC will develop the scheme in accordance with NH’s Project Control 
Framework to align delivery of the project with NH’s processes and enable a 
smooth handover. GCC will therefore not require external investment for this 
scheme once it has been through the Outline Business Case process and (if 
approved) handed over to NH. GCC would continue to have input to the 
scheme, but NH will then be responsible for future business case 
development and the subsequent construction of the scheme, including the 
risk of overspend.


